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A tripod joint separates the internal components 
of the joint responsible for angular and plunging 
movement of the joint. The tripod joint comprises 
an outer race, a spider having three radially 
extending trunnions, three rollers and a plurality 
of barrel shaped rollers. The barrel shaped rollers 
are disposed between the outer rollers and a 
respective trunnion located on the spider. 
Plunging movement of the joint either at 0 DEG 
joint angle or when the joint is at an angle is 
accommodated by a rolling action of the rollers 




against the outer race. Angular movement is 
accommodated by sliding movement of the barrel 
shaped rollers against an adjacent component or 
by the outer rollers against the outer race. 
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